PREFACE

TUB Latra'ih is a tieatise on Sufi theology or theosophy,,
as distinguished fiom the lehgious emotions experienced
I>y all Sufis, learned and unlearned alike Catholic
authonties have drawn this distinction between e experi-
mental ' and * doctrinal' mysticism,1 and it is a great
help to wauls cloar thinking on this subject The lehgious
emotion common to all mankind is, so to speak, raised to its
nili power in the mystics They are overwhelmed by the
Bonne of the Divine omnipresence, and of their own depen-
dence on God They are dominated and intoxicated by their
vivid sense of the close relation subsisting between the soul
and God They conceive themselves as being m touch with
God, feeling His motions In their souls, and at times rising to
dn act vision of Him by the * inner light} vouchsafed to them.
These religious experiences were the rough material out of
which the doctrinal reasoned system, set out In treatises like
the Lairffih, was built up Psychologists have advanced
various theories as to the genesis of these expeuenees2
With those we are not at present concerned. But as to the
origin of the philosophical ideas and terms employed in the
Laiiffih and similar works to formulate the Sufi theology,
there can be little doubt. The souice of Sufi theology was
Neoplatonism
The title of the book, Law^'th, or 'Plashes of Light/

1 Bee the article on ' Mystical  Theology' in  Addis   and  Arnold7*
4 Catholic Dictionary?

3 Boo   I)r   William  James's   * Varieties  of  Beligions  TBxpononoe *
ans, 19QS2)    It may bo doubted whether tho * subliminal self'

a satisfactory solution of tho problem
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